
BL
BLUE LETTER 
May 2017
No. 3781

INSIDE
4-H ExCEL hosts Global Ties Arkansas-Bulgaria
Nevada County Master Gardeners recognized for community service
4-H archeology efforts get international  attention
How America’s dullest city got cool
Southwest Arkansas Grazing School and Field Day held in Hope
What’s new in publications?
Cleburne County Headstart students Grow It, Try It, Like It!
2017 Summer Day Camp
Benefits Corner
Lonoke County 4-H hosts fifth annual Progressive Agriculture
Safety Day

Persevering through  adversity
April started off great with weather suited to planting crops and gardening and being

o utside and was just a storybook start to spring. But this is Arkansas, and the month ended in
one of the most costly floods in decades, if not ever. 

This Blue Letter reflects again the tremendous diversity and effort of the Cooperative
E xtension Service, its programs, personnel and stakeholders – during a very complex time. It
 covers events and activities in April and part of May.

However, we did not include the ongoing, somber, frustrating and heartbreaking train
wreck that is the 2017 flood of northeast and east central Arkansas. The Delta, where the crops
that feed us and our animals and our industries are grown, was “hard hit.” This expression does
not even begin to describe the true scope of loss from an event like this, and the only way to
understand the truth of the s ituation is to live it.

Many of our county extension colleagues in the Delta are living it. Like their friends and families and neighbors, they
watched the water come, and keep coming, and keep coming – absorbing and swelling and spreading over everything it could. It
swallowed up more than 900,000 acres of crop land, some planted and growing in the “best spring planting season in memory”
and some prepared and waiting to be planted. A farmer friend told me that he and his family worked every waking hour and
some hours not awake to move equipment and stored grain and prepare for the inevitable – the water – and then watched from
high ground as it slowly ate their farm, and their work, and the hopes they had had only the week before. He said it was the best
start in 30 years, and now it was underwater, or downstream, or someplace. The last three years, it has been really difficult to
make any money on the farm because of low crop prices and high costs, but his family has been through that before and were at
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4-H ExCEL hosts Global Ties 
Arkansas-Bulgaria

On April 20, ExCEL hosted a group from Global Ties Arkansas
who were visiting from Bulgaria. 

The purpose of their trip to the 4-H Center and ExCEL was to
learn about youth leadership development in the U.S. Each of the
group members work with Bulgarian youth in  various ways. 

Global Ties Arkansas is affiliated with the U.S. Department of
State. Global Ties receives requests to host groups from all over the
world, and ExCEL has had the opportunity to work with  several of
these groups. 

Global Ties representative Heidi Whitman stated, “Thank you so
much for your kind hospitality to the  Bulgarian Youth Leadership
 visitors. Your presentation was very well tailored to their  interests and needs. The zipline was a special treat, too! Everyone
 enjoyed the time and was sad to leave. We hope to collaborate again in the near future.” �

Nevada County Master Gardeners  recognized
for community service

The Nevada County Master Gardeners were recognized April 25 at the Prescott -
Nevada County Chamber Banquet as the Organization of the Year. Nevada County
staff chair Darren Neal presented a plaque to county Master Gardener president
Betty Steed. 

The 23 members of the Nevada County Master Gardeners work  tirelessly in the
community on projects such as hosting an annual  garden show and plant sale,
 decorating Sterling Square for Christmas and planting and maintaining flower beds at
the following locations:
•  The Nevada County Extension Office •  The Nevada County Library
•  The Nevada County Court House  •  Prescott Elementary School
•  The Welcome to Prescott - Nevada County sign •  Sterling Square

An impact of $39,149.79 from the 1,697 documented volunteer hours in 2016 is the reward reaped by Prescott and
 Nevada County. �

4-H archeology efforts get international attention
Desha County’s efforts in promoting an archeological program gained international

 attention this past month in an article published in the Journal of Community Archae -
ology and Heritage by Dr. Jodi Barnes. This journal focuses on how professional
 archeologists conduct research and work with local communities to promote sound
archeological practices. While the article discussed statewide community involvement in
archeological  research, the bulk of this peer-reviewed paper focused on the joint efforts
between the Arkansas Archeological Society and Desha County’s 4-H program.  
The 4-H program hosted at Hollywood Plantation (and we anticipate another week-

long camp this fall) was emphasized, as well as the “Days of Archeology” being hosted
across the state. 

Future archeological events for your 4-H youth to consider include May 31 – 4-H Day of Archeology at Historic
 Washington; June 2 – 4-H Day of Archeology at Fort Curtis, Helena; and June 17 – 4-H Day of Arche ology on the Mulberry

What’s new in publications? Find out at: 
http://www.uaex.edu/publications/new.aspx

River. We will also be hosting a workshop at this year’s State 4-H O-Rama if your youth would like to learn more about this
STEM program and the volunteer opportunities available across the state. 

If you would like a copy of the  article, or would like to learn more about doing a day of archeology with your 4-H youth,
please contact Hope Bragg, Desha County extension agent. �

How America’s dullest city got cool
The man whose transformative work helped Des Moines, Iowa, earn the headline “How

America’s Dullest City Got Cool” will be the keynote speaker for the 2017 Breakthrough Solutions
Conference and Art Show June 8 at the Little Rock State  Office. With the theme “Re-imagining
Your Community/Region in the 21st Century Economy,” the conference is hosted by the Break-
through Solutions program and partners.

Zachary Mannheimer is the founder of the Des Moines Social Club, an arts and educational
space that draws 25,000 people per month. Mannheimer now focuses on rural areas, helping create

amenities to grow vibrant communities. He spoke at a recent webinar on “Creative Place-making:  Economic Development for
the Next Generation”, attracting over 1,000 people.

Conference workshops will address broadband, creative place-making, micro-manufacturing,  extraordinary tourism,
 reinventing a festival, robots and technology, and workforce housing, with pre-conference workshops on re-imagining your
community and developing cultural competence.

The Breakthrough Solutions Partners invite you to join us for a great opportunity to learn how to create vibrant
21st century communities and regions. Early bird registration deadline is May 24, and county agents who bring two or
more community  leaders will receive complementary registration. More information is available at  
www.uaex.edu/breakthrough-solutions, or call 501-671-2072. �

Southwest Arkansas Grazing School and
Field Day held in Hope

The Third Annual Southwest Arkansas
Grazing School and Field Day was held
 Friday, April 7, at the Southwest Research and
Extension Center in Hope. This was our
largest crowd ever with 46 participants. 

Speakers included Dr. Paul Beck,
 professor, SWREC; Dr. John Jennings,
 professor - forage; Kenny Simon, forage
 program associate; Jennifer Caraway, Miller
County  Extension agriculture agent; Sherry
Beaty-Sullivan, Little River County Extension

staff chair; Rex Herring, Sevier County staff chair; and Steven Sheets, Hempstead
County  Extension agriculture agent. Topics were discussed included 300 Days of
 Grazing, soil fertility and forages, an electric fence demonstration, winter  annual
 harvest results, field observation of winter  annual demonstration plots, and a no-
till drill calibration demonstration. �

From left to right: Bonnie Honeycutt, Martha
Glanton, Glenda Stuart, Janis Wren, Gail
 Redden, Terri Vandiver, Betty Steed, Claudette
Harris, Meredith DeWoody, Darren Neal, Ann
Oliver, Betty Jones, Donna McKelvy and
Roynelle Gober.

4-H youth work one-on-one with
 professional archeologists conducting an
investigation of an 1840s plantation
home in Winchester, Arkansas.

Zachary Mannheimer

Sherry Beaty-Sullivan talks about clovers
in the Winter Annual Demonstration plots.

Jennifer Caraway discusses winter annual
 demonstration plots with participants.

Rex Herring and Steven Sheets demonstrate how to
 calibrate a no-till drill.

http://www.uaex.edu/publications/new.aspx


Cleburne County  Headstart
 students Grow It, Try It, Like It!

The University of
Arkansas System Division
of  Agriculture  Cleburne
County Extension Service
recently collaborated with
Capca Headstart to con-
duct the USDA Grow It,
Try It, Like It! curriculum.
Grow It, Try It, Like It! is a
garden-themed nutrition
education  curriculum that
introduces fruits and
 vegetables and teaches the
 importance of adding them
into your daily diet.

To learn more about
 nutrition education
 programs  offered by the
Cleburne County Extension
Service, call Sarah Metzger
at 501-362-2524 or
 smetzger@uaex.edu. �

2017 Summer Day Camp

The 2017 Summer Day Camp will be June 12 through
 August 4. Remember that Cooperative Extension employees
 receive a 25% discount on Day Camp registration. �
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Teacher Beth Brimhall and  students
plant tomatoes, green beans and
squash. 

Lonoke County 4-H hosts fifth  annual Progressive  Agriculture Safety Day
Lonoke County 4-H was proud to

conduct the fifth annual  Progressive
Agriculture Safety Day® on Wednesday,
May 3, at Lonoke Elementary School.
More than 120 Lonoke fifth graders
 rotated through 12 safety stations rang-
ing over topics including grain,  animals,
chemical, bicycle, tornado, food, Inter-
net, ATV, lawn equipment and electric-
ity.

The Progressive Agriculture Safety
Day® program  has  continued the mission
of making farm, ranch and rural life safer
and healthier for children and their com-
munities by impacting more than 1.5 mil-
lion children and adults to date. A big
thank you to local volunteers from First
Electric, Arkansas Farm  Bureau, Arkansas State Police and the Cooperative Extension Service for volunteering their time to teach
a variety of safety  lessons at this year’s Safety Day. �

Governor to recognize Extension Homemakers
For 105 years, Extension Homemakers have made a  difference in their local communities and

throughout the State of Arkansas through service, education and leadership development. In
 recognition of their efforts, Arkansas  Gov. Asa Hutchinson has proclaimed May to be  Extension
Homemakers Month.

The Arkansas Extension Homemakers Council will hold its annual state meeting June 6-8 at
the Hot Springs Convention Center.

“Volunteering: That’s What We Do” will be the theme –  appropriate for the council’s 4,000-strong membership.  Between
July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016, Arkansas Extension Homemakers gave 644,735 hours of volunteer service. The Division of
Community Service and Nonprofit Support  (formerly the Division of  Volunteerism), an agency of the Arkansas Department of
Human Services, uses $21.36 as the value of each volunteer hour, putting the value of the AEHC volunteers’ service at more
than $13.7 million.

Of course, that figure doesn’t include the value of  materials used during the volunteer efforts, including:
• Yarn for caps knitted and crocheted for the Arkansas Children’s Hospital at Little Rock and for cancer patients
• Fabric for dresses made for children in African orphanages, lap robes for patients in hospitals and nursing homes and

teaching dolls used in medical settings
• Food donated to families and food pantries
• Monetary donations to scholarships and charitable  organizations
• Books donated to day care centers and libraries
• And the list goes on and on 

These projects are but one example of the activities that give Extension Homemakers the opportunities to step far outside
their comfort zones to enhance leadership  development and education that is not found in a book. �

BENEFITS CORNER
Plan ahead for health care costs in retirement.

When you retire, you may continue the UA health and dental insurance plans by paying both the employee and
 employer share of premiums if you have been insured under the plan(s) for at least 10 continuous years prior to retire-
ment and your age plus length of service equals at least 70. Additionally, you may continue $10,000 of basic retiree life
 insurance coverage at a cost of $100 per year. If you have been insured under the plan(s) for at least five continuous years
prior to  retirement and your age is at least 65, you may also continue the UA health and dental insurance plans, but may
not  continue the retiree life insurance coverage.
Planning for retirement includes obtaining appropriate and affordable health care coverage. For Americans 65

and older, any conversation about health care must include Medicare (https://www.ssa.gov/medicare/). It is important to
  under stand what happens with regard to Medicare when you retire and how you can obtain the best and most cost-
 effective coverage (http://www.investopedia.com/articles/personal-finance/012716/how-does-medicare-work-after-
 retirement.asp) .
On May 24, Andrette Murray from the Social Security Administration will present a Zoom session titled

 “Retirement, Survivors and Medicare.” Information on how to sign up will be provided soon. �

www.uaex.edu/daycamp


Extension’s PILD delegates make friends and
 connections in D.C. 

Arkansas’ professional organizations were represented last month at the
 annual 2017 Public Issues Leadership  Development conference outside
 Washington, D.C. 

Employees from land-grant universities and Cooperative Extension Services
from across the country made new  connections, received advice on how to talk to
government officials and put what they learned into practice at the Capitol. 

Arkansas’ Congressional delegation opened their offices to Extension’s PILD
 delegation. Arkansas’ 2017 group  included Dianna Bowen (National  Extension
 Association for Family and Consumer Science), Shea Wilson (Arkansas

 Association of Extension 4-H Agents), Danny Griffin (Arkansas County
 Agri cultural Agents Association), Kristin  Higgins (Arkansas Association of
 Cooperative  Extension Specialists) and Keith Perkins (Epsilon Sigma Phi).
The group met with Senators John Boozman and Tom Cotton and with

 Rep. Bruce Westerman. The group also met with staff of Representatives Rick
 Crawford, French Hill and Steve Womack.
The Capitol visits capped off the four-day conference that focused on

 “Relationships, Relevance and Results.”  Extension employees and volunteers
shared their stories of how residents back home benefit from their programs and
 reminded them how the Cooperative Extension Service is funded by federal as
well as state and local budgets. The Joint Council of Extension Professionals
hosted the conference. �
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Left to right: Keith Perkins, Danny Griffin,
Kristin Higgins,  Senator John Boozman,
 Dianna Bowen and Shea Wilson. 

Left to right: Danny Griffin, Kristin  Higgins,
 Dianna Bowen, Senator Tom  Cotton, Shea
Wilson and Keith Perkins. 

Sponsorships reach more than $500 for annual 4-H event
The annual countywide 4-H Foods O-Rama and Talks and Demonstrations was held at the  Columbia County  Extension

 Office Monday, April 10. Foods O-Rama  focused on dairy, beef, rice, bread and egg dishes. 
Cloverbud  winners participating in the event included Merena  Hanson, Landry Mitchell and Joseph Smith. 
Junior participants included:

•    Dawson Dooly – 2nd place, Dairy; 3rd overall, Dairy.
•    Sophia Hanson – 1st place, Breads; 1st overall, Breads; 2nd place, Talks and
 Demonstrations.

•    Reese Mitchell (3rd overall, Talks and Demonstrations; 1st place, Beef; 2nd  overall,
Beef; 1st place, Dairy; and 1st overall, Dairy).

•    Chyna Neal (3rd place, Dairy; 2nd place, Beef; 1st place, Rice; 2nd, overall, Rice;
1st place, Egg; and 1st overall, Egg.

•    Norman Smith – 3rd place, Talks and Demonstrations.
Senior participants included:  

•    Alicia Green – 1st place, Dairy.
•    Treston Johnson – 3rd place, Dairy.
•    Malli Nix – 1st place, Beef; 1st overall, Beef; 1st place, Rice; 1st overall, Rice;
2nd place, Dairy.

•    Kyle Smith – 1st place, Talks and Demonstrations; 2nd  overall, Talks and
 Demonstrations. 

Rep. Bruce Maloch,  Columbia County  Cattlemen’s Association, Columbia County Master  Gardeners, the Stateline Beekeepers and
Farm Credit of Western Arkansas all sponsored the event with $100 prize money each. Arkansas Farm Bureau also contributed prizes.  �

Judges question Norman Smith about his
 experimentation with different types of  gasoline
to find out which octane he prefers in his tank.

Persevering, cont. 
least paying the bills. But this flood was just so hard, so very hard to watch, as all that work and promise was simply washed
away and there was absolutely nothing he could do but watch and listen to his wife gently weep.

While row crop farming is the lifeblood of the Delta, farming is not really an individual profession. It is done by
 families, and they live in and support and are supported by communities, and they have kids, and they try to take care of
their land and the environment. And these communities have various businesses that often are tied to agriculture, and
some are new and evolving like the poultry industry in Randolph and nearby counties. But the flood water just rolled on
over all of it that it could, just absolutely dedicated to moving downstream, not caring at all what was in its path or the
blood and sweat that had built it.

Mike Andrews is our long-time county extension colleague in Randolph County. He watched all this unfold, and he
 surveyed the extent of the flood and the damage to his county, and his city, and his agriculture and his community. He listened
to the farmers and kids and community leaders and business owners and workers, and it is just really hard to take. Like Amy
Carroll and Shea Wilson and Brent Griffin in Prairie County who were helping get ready for the inevitable water coming
south, Mike has been, and is doing everything he can think of to help – from providing information to facilitating contacts to
helping clean up to buying supplies for people who lost about everything out of his own pocket – but he knows that his work,
like that of everyone else, is just starting and it is going to go on for months or years. How do we climb back up and out of this
mess? It is a truly daunting, depressing and frustrating thought, but it has to be done. My farmer friend and his family and
Mike’s friends are really asking, just how much more can we take?

With that said, one of the things the flood cannot destroy is the inherent character of Arkansas people who live and work
in rural communities and farms. We never give up, we get back up, we replant, we rebuild, we clean up, we patch up, we make
things better, we live on. That is who we are and how we are made. The Cooperative Extension Service is a part of all that, and
we will do our part.

Please keep in your thoughts the people of the flood and continue to organize food and supply drives, individual help
and anything you can think of to assist in disaster recovery. While it truly is a disaster, we will help make sure it does not
stay that way. 

My sincere thanks to all the cooperative extension staff directly involved in the flood and recovery and our best thoughts
to all of those affected by this tragedy. – Rick Cartwright �

 



2017 Soybean  Science Challenge
state and  regional awards presented

The 2017 Soybean Science  Challenge
student research winner was  announced at
the 63rd  annual Southwestern Energy
Arkansas State Science and Engineering
Fair April 1 at the University of  Central
Arkansas in Conway.
Extension professor Karen  Ballard

 presented the $1,000 award on behalf of the
Arkansas  Soybean Promotion Board to
Mohammed Abuelem, a sophomore at
 Pulaski Academy in Little Rock.
 Mohammed also received a $300 award for
the Central Arkansas  Regional Science and
 Engineering Fair.

Abuelem won two other first-place awards at the regional
level in addition to receiving an  invitation to the 2017
 International Sustainable World Energy  Engineering
 Environment Project Olympiad (iSWEEP) in Houston, Texas. 
His project, “The Effects of Ionizing Radiation on Glycine

Max (Soybean)  Radicle Length, Stem Length and Dry Weight
Biomass,” investigated the effects of ionizing radiation in the
early stages of  soybean growth.
Seven regional awards were presented across the state in

 addition to the state competition.
Other regional science fair winners were Madeline Leicht,

Arkansas School for Mathematics,  Sciences and the Arts; Harli
Simmons, Avilla Christian Academy; Darrin McFall, Buffalo
 Island Central High School; Ivan Midbust Heger, Alma High
School; Natalie Blake, Ridgway Christian  Academy; and Shelby
 Rayborn, Emerson High School. �

Southside Community Garden
 provides free space for 
families to grow
The Southside Community Garden, a project that enables

Union County families to grow their own food at no cost, is
one that’s very close to Robin Bridges’ heart.
“This is one of the programs that I’m  extremely proud of

 because this is volunteers at work,” Bridges told the El Dorado
News-Times. “The goal of a community garden is to provide
space for families that live in that community to come in, and
at no cost, say ‘I would like to plant a garden’.”
The lot at Pecan and Jackson streets was once the location of

Southside  Elementary School and was provided by the City of
El Dorado. The garden is open to all Union County residents.
“Space is provided for families who work the ground, plant

the seed, take care of the
crops and then harvest what
they grow,” Bridges said. “It
costs nothing but time and
effort.”
Among the volunteers is

Fran Smith of Calion, a
Master Gardener. “We just
want to teach the commu-
nity something that’s…
healthy and cheap,” she said. 

“There’s nothing better for you than fresh-picked fruits and
 vegetables and the pride of growing your own really helps you
 mentally,” Bridges said. �

LeadAR Class 17 graduation
LeadAR graduated another class of Arkansas leaders on

April 22, 2017, during a ceremony at the Little Rock Club.
Twenty-two graduates representing 15 counties spent the past

two years in intensive study and travel. The program  increased
the participants’ knowledge of economic and social changes
 facing Arkansas while enhancing their  leadership skills.
Dr. Rick Cartwright, Interim Associate Vice President for

 Agriculture - Extension,  presented a certificate of  completion
and an eagle print  designed by artist, Richard DeSpain, specifi-
cally for the LeadAR program. Thirteen of the class  graduates
were recognized for  completing their leadership project during
the program, a  requirement of each  participant of LeadAR. 
LeadAR, the Arkansas Agricultural and Rural  Leadership

 Program, is conducted by the U of A System Division of
  Agri culture Cooperative Extension Service. For more informa-
tion, contact Noah  Washburn at nwashburn@uaex.edu . �
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At work in the Southside Community
Garden.

LeadAR graduates from left to right: Front row – Jamie Scott,
 Adrienne Smith, Sarah French, Gracia Stroud, and Avinash
Thombre. Second row – Donna Ferguson, Shannon Caldwell,
Andrea Leding, Heather Harvey, Amelia Rich-Elam, Lisa
Chappell, Brad Harrison, Brittany Dennis, Craig Allen, and
Jeramy Richey. Back row – Justin Reynolds, Price Boney,
 Anthony Davis, Brad Fortner, Matt McDonald, and Randy
Newman. Not  pictured – Lee Lane. 

Central Arkansas
Regional Science
and  Engineering Fair
Soybean Science
Challenge  winner
Mohammed
Abuelem.

Fun on the farm!
The Crawford County Extension Office participated

in our annual Fun on the Farm Ag Awareness event at
Randy Arnold’s farm in Alma on April 18-20. Approxi-
mately 1,000 elementary students from around the
county attended. 

Students who participated this year got to pick
 strawberries, hug Smokey Bear, ride in Farm  Bureau’s
combine simulator, learn about bees from Danny Brewer
of the Arkansas Plant Board, milk a  plastic cow and learn
about sheep and goats from two senior 4-H members.�

Clay Davis from
Cedarville  Elementary
School enjoyed the
strawberries they got
to pick and take home. 

Jackson Terry, Bo Acuff and Clay Davis, students from Cedarville
Elementary, enjoy the combine simulator from Farm Bureau. 

Becky Loyd and Paula Crabtree with
Arkansas Beef Council  speak with Alma
Primary school children about ”What’s in
your hamburger.” Maddison Waller, a
Van Buren FFA student, assisted.  
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Personnel changes

Please welcome the following:

erard Degbedji, Fiscal Support Specialist, Financial
ervices,  effective M arch 16, 2017.

risti Latham, County Extension Agent - Family
nd Consumer Sciences, Searcy County, effective
pril 3, 2017.

evin McPherson, Program Associate, Entomology,
ffective April 3, 2017. 

eiddy Urrea Romero, Program Associate - Plant
ealth Clinic, Plant Pathology,  effective March 16, 2017. 

erna Waddell, Administrative Specialist,
evelopment Office, effective  March 17, 2017. 

arah Wright, County Extension Agent - 4-H,
ashington County, effective March 17, 2017.

Extension says goodbye to:

ammy Farnam, Administrative Specialist, Perry
ounty, effective April 7, 2017. 

ill Gu, Project/Program Director, Office of
nformation Technology, e ffective April 28, 2017.

olley Tucker, EFNEP Program Technician, Family
nd Consumer Sciences,  effective April 7, 2017.
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Grants and Contracts
for Month Ending April 30, 2017

Project Title 
Award

Amount
Principal

 Investigator Granting Agency

Soybean Enterprise Budgets and Production Economic Analysis 16,000 Archie Flanders Soybean Promotion Board

Proposed Treatment Protocol for 2017 Regalia Biological Fungicide Trial 8,400 Bill Robertson Koch Agronomic Services, LLC

Cotton Incorporated-Cotton Specialists Partnership: 
 Replicated Variety Evaluations - Arkansas

Large-Plot,
7,500 Bill Robertson Cotton Incorporated

Cotton Research 
Arkansas

Irrigation Verification and Sustainability Program:
25,000 Bill Robertson Cotton Incorporated

A Team Approach to Weed Managment in Soybean 62,287 Bob Scott Soybean Promotion Board

HPPD-Tolerant Soybeans 13,500 Bob Scott Sygenta Crop Protection, Inc.

Xtend Soybean System Compared to Competitor - South 13,100 Bob Scott Monsanto Company

Determining the Late-Season Threshold 
Rules for Redbanded Stink Bugs

and Insecticide Termination
10,066 Glenn Studebaker Soybean Promotion Board

Evaluation of Auto Application on Profitability of Soybean Production 6,341 Glenn Studebaker Soybean Promotion Board

Investigating Emerging Production 
 Sustainable Soybean Production in 

Recommendations 
Arkansas

for
25,549 Gus Lorenz Soybean Promotion Board

Determining the Late-Season Threshold 
Rules for Redbanded Stink Bugs

and Insecticide Termination
10,067 Gus Lorenz Soybean Promotion Board

Educating Growers and Consultants on Insect Monitoring and Control 5,000 Gus Lorenz Soybean Promotion Board

Evaluation of Auto Application on Profitability of Soybean Production 7,918 Gus Lorenz Soybean Promotion Board

Plant Bugs and Thrips on Cotton 23,580 Gus Lorenz Sygenta Crop Protection, Inc.

Evaluation of 
Row Crops

Selected Insecticides for Contol of Insects in Various
10,400 Gus Lorenz BASF Corporation

SIP2X Soybean System Evaluation 13,100 Gus Lorenz Monsanto Company

OVT Trips Tolerance 5,000 Gus Lorenz Cotton Incorporated

Developing Profitable Irrigated Rotational Cropping Systems 15,900 Jason Kelley Soybean Promotion Board

Investigating Production Recommendations for Double Crop Soybeans 19,000 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Investigating Emerging Production 
 Sustainable Soybean Production in 

Recommendations 
Arkansas

for
145,951 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Improving Technology 
Soybean Productions

Transfer for Profitable and Sustainable
58,000 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Soybean Research Verification Program 2017-2018 143,700 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Development of a New and Improved Staging System for Soybean 2,760 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Yield Response 
and Inoculant

to Early and Late Planted Soybean to N Fertilizer
2,009 Jeremy Ross Soybean Promotion Board

Grants and Contracts, continued

Award Principal
Project Title Amount  Investigator Granting Agency

Effects of the Introduction of Feed Grains Into Mid-South Soybean
 Production Systems 41,600 Jeremy Ross Mississippi State University

2017-2018 Soybean Science Challenge 64,181 Karen Ballard Soybean Promotion Board

Mosquito Insecticide Resistance Testing for the Arkansas  Department Arkansas Department of
of Health 43,770 Kelly Loftin Health

Promoting Irrigation Water Management for Soybeans 54,940 Leo Espinoza Soybean Promotion Board

Economic and Agronomic Evaluation of Variable Rate Fertilization - Soil
Testing Promotion Board 33,055 Leo Espinoza Agriculture Experiment Station

SPB 2017-2018 Arkansas Discovery Farm Program 17,500 Michael Daniels Soybean Promotion Board

Determining the Late-Season Threshold and Insecticide Termination
Rules for Redbanded Stink Bugs 10,067 Nick Seiter Soybean Promotion Board

Evaluation of Auto Application on Profitability of Soybean Production 6,341 Nick Seiter Soybean Promotion Board

Insect Management in Mid-South Pest Management: Arkansas 47,000 Nick Seiter Cotton Incorporated

Management of Plant-Parasitic Nematodes of Soybean in Fields
 Previously Cropped to Cotton Using Site-Specific Technology 15,000 Terry Spurlock Agriculture Experiment Station

Comprehensive Disease Screening of Soybean Varieties in Arkansas 40,800 Terry Spurlock Soybean Promotion Board

Assessment of the Importance of Target Spot on Soybean in Arkansas 10,255 Terry Spurlock Soybean Promotion Board

Determining the Value of Fungicide Application on Regional Field Level
and Within-Field Scales 23,000 Terry Spurlock Soybean Promotion Board

Understanding Charcoal Rot and Taproot Decline Potentially Yield
 Limiting Soybean Diseases in Arkansas 34,531 Terry Spurlock Soybean Promotion Board

APN Profiling Against Fusarium (SDS) in U.S. Soybean 
(Syngenta Protocol) 13,100 Terry Spurlock Sygenta Crop Protection, Inc.

A Team Approach to Weed Management in Soybean 45,000 Tom Barber Soybean Promotion Board

Enlist Soybeans/Enlist Duo/Glufosinate/2,4-D Choline/AMAPA Program 7,000 Tom Barber Dow AgroSciences LLC

Xtend Soybean System Compared to Competitor - South 20,400 Tom Barber Monsanto Company

Comprehensive Disease Screening of Soybean Varieties in Arkansas 53,008 Travis Faske Soybean Promotion Board

Assessment of the Importance of Target Spot on Soybean in Arkansas 12,975 Travis Faske Soybean Promotion Board

Development of an Effective Program to Manage Fungicide-Resistant
Diseases 41,894 Travis Faske Soybean Promotion Board

Integrated Management of Soybean Nematodes in Arkansas 33,749 Travis Faske Soybean Promotion Board

Total Awards for April 2017 $1,319,294 

University of Arkansas, United States Department of Agriculture, and County Governments Cooperating

The University of Arkansas System Division of Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research  programs and  services without   regard to
race, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation,  national origin, religion, age,  disability, marital or veteran status, genetic

 information, or any other legally protected status, and is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer. 




