
40th years of 
empowering leaders

celebrating the legacy, 
shaping the future.
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• Marvelle Stines, Class 7
• Joe and Brenda Waldrum

• Tom and Judy Riley, Classes 1 & 14
• Diane Tatum, Class 8

• Andrea Leding, Class 17
• Steve Higginbothom, Class 3









I think the impact LeadAR had on me was to make 
me a better citizen and a better volunteer. Until you 

really understand the issues that impact 
communities, it’s hard to act on them and engage 

others in the work that needs to be done. 

Ann Owen, Class 11





























As a county agent and staff chair, it has helped 
me have a broader perspective of our 

organization, strengthened my leadership 
skills, and helped my peers see me as a leader.

Brad McGinley, Class 18





















LeadAR taught me to learn to listen to diverse, 
strong-minded opinions. It was also a new way 
to take in totally different experiences. I am so 

appreciative of it. 

Stephanie Malone, Class 18





















A lot of times in our jobs, we tend to be around similar 

people and situations, LeadAR plucked me from those 

situations and stuck me in an environment of diverse 

people and surroundings that provided an opportunity 

to learn about different perspectives. 

Jonathan Duran, Class 18

















My favorite aspect of LeadAR was the 
networking. I gained a class of best friends. I 

now have a whole family to call on when 
needed. 

Donette Spann, Class 18
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My LeadAR service project was to secure a building and 
begin the process of making a community library. 

Getting the building donated was the easy part! Then, 
began the funding and the actual work to repair an 1894 

bank building into a library. From start to finish, it took 
seven years. In that time, we raised over $250,000, 

much of which was generated through an annual Chili 
Supper and Dessert Auction.

Judy Riley, Class 14









The national and international study tours were the highlight of 

my LeadAR experience. The DC study tour was a critical 

component of my career. I do a lot of Congressional liaison work. 

Meeting people face-to-face that I worked remotely with for years 

was a highlight for me. 

Mary Wood, Class 18











Participation in LeadAR really broadened my 
perspective toward community development 

and allowed me to participate in a shared 
vision for Arkansas. 

Sam Amerson, Class 4
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Joining LeadAR is one the best decisions I have 
made in terms of improving my leadership skills to 
better serve people in my community, home, and 

work—wherever I am involved in something. 

Rickey McCauley, Class 18





















I appreciated the variety the program offers. I am 

from Arkansas, but because LeadAR is held in 

different areas of the state and we met mayors, 

community leaders, saw the sites and attractions, 

and learned about local economies, I learned so 

much more about my state. 

Laura Hendrix, Class 16
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One of my most enjoyable aspects was that we had such a 

cross-section of participants: producers, power company, 

non-profits, elected officials, etc. It allowed us to hear 

different thoughts and ideas and different things that were 

pressing and important to various groups. It gives you an 

experience outside of your own silo and provides a state-

wide, national, and international level of thinking. 

Kris Boulton, Class 16
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One of my most memorable LeadAR experiences was in the 

judicial and law enforcement seminar, we went into the 

county jail in Van Buren. They locked us in, and it’s a funny 

feeling knowing you cannot leave until someone lets you out. 

Louis O’Quin, Class 16































I cannot say enough about LeadAR. I learned 

as much from questions asked by my 

classmates as I did from the speakers. 

Teresa Cole, Class 3
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