Who are the Master
Gardeners?

Master Gardeners are members of the
local community who take an active
interest in their lawns, trees, shrubs,
flowers and gardens. They are enthusias-
tic, willing to learn and to help others,
and able to communicate with diverse
groups of people.

What really sets Master Gardeners apart

from other home gardeners is their spe-
cial training in horticulture. In exchange
for their training, persons who become
Master Gardeners contribute time as vol-
unteers, working through their U of A
Cooperative Extension Service office to
provide horticultural-related information
to their communities.

Still have questions?

For more information or to join
Five Rivers Master Gardeners,
contact :

Lawrence County
Cooperative Extension Office

1100 West Main Street
Walnut Ridge, AR 72476
Phone: 870-886-3741

E-mail: csisk@uada.edu
‘ Courteney Sisk CEA-Ag
Randolph County
Cooperative Extension Office

2500 US Hwy 62 West
Pocahontas, AR 72455
Phone: 870-892-4504
Fax: 870-892-4505

‘ Email: mandrews@uada.edu

Pursuant to 7 CFR § 15.3, the University of Arkansas System Division of
Agriculture offers all its Extension and Research programs and services

(including employment) without regard to race, color, sex, national origin,

religion, age, disability, marital or veteran status, genetic information,

sexual preference, pregnancy or any other legally protected status, and is an

equal opportunity institution.
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How do | benefit from the Master Gardener Program?

Through the initial
training program and
subsequent advanced
Master Gardener train-
ing sessions and work-
shops, you will become
a more knowledgeable
gardener. As part of

your training, you will

7 receive many publica-

_ tions and other related
materials. You will be
able to attend Master
Gardener workshops
around the state as well as national conferences.
Through special seminars and workshops, Master
Gardeners are kept current on gardening information
and methods. You will travel with other Master Gar-
deners to interesting gardens and nurseries. And
finally, you will meet people who share your interest
in gardening and desire to help others.

Is Master Gardening for You?

e  Would I love to learn more about gardening?

e Would I like to participate in a practical and
intensive training program?

e Would I love to share my knowledge and en-
gage with my community?

e Do I have enough time to attend training and to
complete the volunteer service?

If you answered yes to these questions, the Master
Gardener program could be for you.

Training

If accepted into the Five Rivers Master Gardener program,
you will attend a Master Gardener training course. A mini-
mum of 40 hours of education is given on subjects including
annuals, perennials, vines, trees, shrubs, vegetables, fruits
and other horticulture related subjects. Classes are a tradi-
tional lecture format with teachers and speakers from differ-
ent areas of the state. Cost of training materials: $125.00.
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Volunteer Commitment

In exchange for the training, participants are asked to volun-
teer time to their County Extension program. After training,
Master Gardeners are qualified to work under the supervi-
sion of the local county Extension Agent as a Master Gar-
dener. New Master Gardeners are required to volunteer a
minimum of 40 hours of working time to the county Cooper-
ative Extension Service and Master Gardener program dur-
ing the year after training. They must also gain 20 hours of
learning or education. In each subsequent year they must
gain 20 hours of work time and 20 hours of learning time.

Activities
Volunteer activities can vary from year to year and
may include:

e  Public gardens, demonstration gardens
e School gardens

e  Garden festivals

e  Plant sales

e  Workshops & seminars

e  Presentations

e  Plant clinics

e  Display booths

Certification

Participants become certified Master Gardeners
after they have completed the training course and
fulfilled their volunteer commitment.




