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Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

▪ Began as the Soil Conservation Service in 1935 in 
response to the Dust Bowl

▪ The mission is to deliver conservation solutions so 
agricultural producers can protect natural resources 
and feed a growing world

▪ Technical and financial assistance

▪ All programs are voluntary and offer science-based 
solutions that benefit the landowner/land manager, 
and the environment

▪ Approximately 2,300 Service Centers in 
communities nationwide

▪ Serving all 75 Arkansas counties
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Conservation Planning
▪ Collaboration between the customer and the 

conservation planner – free service

▪ Identify the customer’s conservation objectives

▪ Assess and analyze the natural resource concerns 
and issues on the customer’s land related to soil, 
water, animals, plants, air, and energy
▪ Field visit

▪ NRCS recommends conservation practices

▪ Customer chooses options and conservation plan is 
developed by the conservation planner
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Conservation Planning
▪ Benefits include:

▪ Addressing plant productivity and 
health

▪ Enhancing wildlife habitat

▪ Increasing irrigation water use efficiency 

▪ Reducing soil erosion

▪ Improving soil health
▪ Continued capacity of soil to function as a 

vital living ecosystem that sustains plants, 
animals, and humans
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Conservation Practices
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High Tunnels
▪ This practice applies where:

▪ an extension of the growing season is desired 

▪ plants need protection from the sun, wind, rain, cold temps

▪ goal is to improve plant health

▪ Applies to land capable of producing crops:
▪ Not for crops grown outside of the natural soil profile (i.e. not 

for tables/benches, portable pots, hydroponics, etc.)

▪ Enough sunlight

▪ Good drainage

▪ Soil testing shows suitable soil (with reasonable amending)
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High Tunnels
▪ Check with the HOA/local zoning or planning 

department to ensure it is possible to install a high 
tunnel on the proposed location

▪ High tunnel structure must be planned, designed, and 
constructed from a manufactured kit following 
manufacturers’ recommendations

▪ Must meet Arkansas Standards and Specifications
▪ Available from your local office

NRCS high 
tunnel 
video: 

https://www.y
outube.com/w
atch?v=mmgk

VxLTA Jk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgkVxLTAJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgkVxLTAJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgkVxLTAJk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mmgkVxLTAJk
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High Tunnel Requirements
▪ Gothic style tunnels with post spacing of 4 feet apart

▪ Width: minimum 10 feet, maximum 30 feet

▪ All high tunnels over 24 feet wide must have V-trusses 
or W-trusses

▪ Minimum 14 ga. metal for frame construction

▪ Minimum 6 feet in height at the roof line of the 
structure

▪ Roll up/drop down sidewall curtains

▪ Minimum 6-mil greenhouse-grade-UV resistant 
polyethylene film with 4-year lifespan
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Supporting Practices

▪ Crop rotation
▪ Cover crops
▪ Mulching
▪ Low tunnels
▪ Compost application
▪ Pollinator plantings
▪ Microirrigation
▪ Irrigation Pipeline
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Supporting Practices
▪ Rainwater catchment

Building a 
rainwater 
catchment 

system 
video: 

https://www.yout
ube.com/watch?v

=XsxRZQR_7VU 

https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/13734

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsxRZQR_7VU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsxRZQR_7VU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XsxRZQR_7VU
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/13734
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Financial Assistance
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Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

▪ NRCS provides agricultural producers with one-on-one help and 
financial assistance to plan and implement conservation practices

▪ Financial assistance is intended to cover part of the cost of 
implementing conservation practices

▪ Applications are accepted throughout the year at your local office

▪ Competitive process based on multiple factors, including 
addressing resource concerns

▪ If application is selected for funding: enter into a contract

▪ Payments are made after NRCS certifies completion of the practice
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Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

▪ Applicant must: 
▪ Be an agricultural producer

▪ Owner or renter
▪ Have an interest in the products produced

▪ Control of the land for the term of the proposed contract
▪ Eligible land:

▪ Privately owned land
▪ Indian or Tribal land
▪ Publicly owned land in certain cases

▪ Address at least one resource concern
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Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

▪ There’s no minimum agricultural income requirement to 
participate in NRCS programs

▪ Size and location of the production are not barriers for program 
eligibility. Anyone who is producing food, fiber, livestock, or 
other agricultural products at the time they apply may be 
considered an agricultural producer

▪ When installing irrigation-related practices, the land must be 
irrigated 2 out of the last 5 years

▪ Any form of irrigation is acceptable, as well as the source
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Historically Underserved (HU)
▪ Beginning Farmer/Rancher

▪ Have not operated a farm for more than 10 consecutive years

▪ Socially Disadvantaged Farmer/Rancher
▪ Member of a group who has been subjected to racial or ethnic prejudice 

because of their identify as a member of that group

▪ Veteran Farmer/Rancher
▪ Individual who served in the armed forces, was released from service 

under conditions other than dishonorable, and 
▪ Qualifies as a beginning farmer or 
▪ First obtained veteran status during the last 10 years

▪ Limited Resource Farmer/Rancher
▪ Based on gross farm sales and household income
▪ Online Tool: https://lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/Default.aspx 

HU Guide

https://lrftool.sc.egov.usda.gov/Default.aspx
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/resources/guides-and-instructions/get-started-a-guide-to-usda-resources-for-historically
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Farm Service Agency (FSA)
▪ Establish a farm record to be eligible for 

many of the financial assistance 
opportunities with FSA and NRCS.

▪FSA also has other opportunities such as:
▪ Microloans 
▪ Farm storage facility loans
▪ Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
▪ County Committees

▪ https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-
committee-elections/index  

www.farmers.gov/
loans 

FSA Loans

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/county-committee-elections/index
http://www.farmers.gov/loans
http://www.farmers.gov/loans
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Additional Resources
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Farmers.gov

www.farmers.gov/ 

Farmers.gov

http://www.farmers.gov/
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Conservation Concerns Tool
Conservation 
Concerns Tool

www.farmers.gov/
conservation/conc
erns-tool 

http://www.farmers.gov/conservation/concerns-tool
http://www.farmers.gov/conservation/concerns-tool
http://www.farmers.gov/conservation/concerns-tool
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Farmers.gov

www.farmers.gov/
your-
business/small-
scale-producers  

Small-scale 
Producers

http://www.farmers.gov/your-business/small-scale-producers
http://www.farmers.gov/your-business/small-scale-producers
http://www.farmers.gov/your-business/small-scale-producers
http://www.farmers.gov/your-business/small-scale-producers
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Farmers.gov

www.farmers.gov
/working-with-
us/USDA-service-
centers 

Get Started at 
Your USDA 

Service Center

https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/USDA-service-centers
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Handouts
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Non-Discrimination Statement
▪ In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights 

regulations and policies, the USDA, its agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or 
administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or 
retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all 
bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

▪ Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., 
Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible agency or 
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay 
Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other 
than English. To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any 
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in 
the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or 
letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: 
program.intake@usda.gov.

▪ USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Thank you!

Katy Brantley
State Urban Conservationist

Katy.Brantley@usda.gov 

Kristie Glass
Soil Conservationist

Kristie.Glass@usda.gov 

Free Email and Text 
Message Alerts

www.farmers.gov/w
orking-with-us/stay-

connected 

www.farmers.gov/

mailto:Katy.Brantley@usda.gov
mailto:Kristie.Glass@usda.gov
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/stay-connected
https://www.farmers.gov/
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