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Get the latest updates in Arkansas pest management from your extension specialists. 

Protecting Small Fruits 
with Pesticides: Is their a 
Niche in Blackberry that 
Drones can Fill? 

Aaron Cato 
Assistant Professor and Horticulture IPM 
Specialist 

Spray volume is an important 
factor when it comes to protecting 
small fruits, which often limits the 
usefulness of drones. However, 
some trellis systems may require 
less spray volume and could be 
more amenable to drone use. 
See more below. 

Read More 

Funding for this project was made possible 
by a grant from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Agricultural Marketing 
Service. Its contents are solely the 
responsibility of the authors and do not 
necessarily represent the official views of 
the USDA. 

Sweet Potato Scurf 

Jason Pavel 
Plant Health Clinic Diagnostician 

Taylor Klass 
Plant Health Clinic Pathologist 

Finding superficial dark splotches on 
an otherwise healthy-looking sweet 
potato? You might have scurf, but 
what does that mean? Click below to 
read more. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/ece49a7a-c9a9-4d04-bc81-41aad3e4902e.pdf?rdr=true


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read More 

Weed of the Month - Perilla mint 

Bob Scott 
Extension Weed Scientist 

This month's spotlight weed/plant is an 
annual weed prevalent in pastures and 
the edge of wooded areas. While there 
isn't a contest this month, please click the 
link below to learn about this weed! 

Read More 

Sawtooth Grain Beetles: 
Cosmopolitan Pantry Pests 

Jon Zawislak 
Assistant Professor of Apiculture and Urban 
Entomology 

Sawtooth grain beetles are some of 
the most widespread and 
troublesome pests of stored food 
products. Though small in size, they 
can reproduce continually, and can 
infest many types of grain and cereal 
products, making them difficult to 
control. 

Oh, no! Nematodes! 

Wendell Hutchens 

Read More 

https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/b3685539-2776-45b3-ab9c-a29ebfd5ad57.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/0aed1928-e760-4c49-9cd1-1194d2a0aaeb.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/a0987c23-cf64-40fe-a7f8-71b4f90dfda4.pdf?rdr=true


 

 

 

Assistant Professor of Turfgrass Science 

Turfgrass researchers conducted a 
region-wide survey of plant-parasitic 
nematodes on golf course putting greens. 
Survey results indicate that plant-parasitic 
nematodes are a bigger problem than 
anticipated in Arkansas turfgrasses! Find 
out more details about this study in the 
accompanying article. 

Read More 

Fall Fire Ant Bait Applications 

Kelly Loftin 
Professor and Extension Entomologist 

Following the recent rainfall, fire ant 
colonies are readily apparent across 
much of the state. Begging the 
question “are fall fire ant bait 
applications effective”? Yes, as long 
as fire ants are still foraging. 

Read More 

Asian Wooly Hackberry Aphid – 
A Common Late-Summer 
Nuisance 

Anthony Bowden 
Assistant Professor- Ornamental Extension Specialist 

If you’ve noticed what looks like tiny 
“snowflakes” drifting by on a hot summer 
day, you’re not imagining things. These 
are Asian woolly hackberry aphids, and if 
you look up, you’ll likely find a hackberry 
(sugarberry) tree overhead. 

Read More 

In the news... 

Mexico Confirms Case of New World Screwworm 
in Nuevo Leon 

https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/23e110b2-be11-4acb-b6a3-7a2815df4dc7.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/693c6bc9-24c2-4095-82a1-c05879a644a2.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/36605e79801/5c20d61d-5bf8-46ed-97e6-0208b4231de5.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/09/21/mexico-confirms-case-new-world-screwworm-nuevo-leon
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/09/21/mexico-confirms-case-new-world-screwworm-nuevo-leon


 

Texas hatches a new plot to stop flies carrying flesh-
eating parasite from crossing the southern border 

To Protect Dung Beetles, Cattle Farmers Should Choose 

Parasiticides Carefully 

Benefits and Limitations of Using DMI Fungicides for 

Neopestalotiopsis Fruit Rot Control in Strawberry Fields 
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