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Clothing Care & Repair
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Sewing on a button is a simple and useful skilll Here's a step-by-step guide:

YOU WILL NEED:

* Needle & matching thread * Straight pins for spacing
* Scissors (optional)
* Button * Thimble (optional)

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS:

1. Thread the Needle: Cut 18-24 inches of thread. Thread the needle and tie the knot at the
end of the thread (picture 1).

2. Align the Fabric: Place the button where you want it on the fabric. If it's a shirt or jacket,
line it up with the corresponding buttonhole. Use a pin over the button (between the
holes) to create space if it's a thick fabric or needs a “shank.” (picture 2).
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3. Start Sewing: Go down through the opposite hole (for a 2-hole button) or criss-cross for a
4-hole button. Repeat 3-4 times for each hole pairing to secure it. (picture 3).
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4. Create a Shank: If using a spacer (pin), remove it. Bring the needle up through the fabric,
butnot through the button. Wrap the thread around the stitches under the button 3-5 times
tocreate a “shank” (a bit of slack so the button is easier to fasten). Push the needle through
to theback.(picture 4).

5. Tie Off: Make a small knot on the back side of the fabric. Stitch through the fabric once
moreand loop the thread to tie a second knot. Snip off the extra thread.

EXTRATIP:

1 Use strong thread to keep the button secure.
1 Use a fabric pencil to mark exactly where the button should sit.
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