
Sewing on a button is a simple and useful skill! Here’s a step-by-step guide:  

 

Step-by-Step Instructions:
1. Thread the Needle: Cut 18-24 inches of thread. Thread the needle and tie the knot at the
end of the thread (picture 1). 

2. Align the Fabric: Place the button where you want it on the fabric. If it’s a shirt or jacket,
line it up with the corresponding buttonhole. Use a pin over the button (between the
holes) to create space if it’s a thick fabric or needs a “shank.” (picture 2).

Clothing Care & Repair

FSFCS241

PROPERLY FASTENED: Sewing on 
a Button

You Will Need:
• Needle & matching thread 
• Scissors 
• Button 
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P u rs u a nt  to  7  C F R  §  1 5 . 3 ,  t h e  U n i ve rs i t y  of  A r k a n s a s  S yste m  D i v i s i o n  of  Ag r i c u l t u re  of fe rs  a l l  i t s  E x te n s i o n  a n d  Resea rc h 
p ro g ra m s  a n d  se r v i c es  ( i n c l u d i n g  e m p l oy m e nt )  w i t h o u t  re g a rd  to  ra c e ,  c o l o r,  sex ,  n at i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  re l i g i o n ,  a g e ,  d i s a b i l i t y , 
m a r i t a l  o r  vete ra n  sta t u s ,  g e n et i c  i n fo r m at i o n ,  sex u a l  p refe re n c e ,  p re g n a n cy  o r  a ny  ot h e r  l e g a l l y  p rote cte d  sta t u s ,  a n d  i s 
a n  e q u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  i n s t i t u t i o n .

• Straight pins for spacing
   (optional) 
• Thimble (optional) 

picture 1



3. Start Sewing: Go down through the opposite hole (for a 2-hole button) or criss-cross for a 
4-hole button. Repeat 3–4 times for each hole pairing to secure it. (picture 3). 

4. Create a Shank: If using a spacer (pin), remove it. Bring the needle up through the fabric, 
butnot through the button. Wrap the thread around the stitches under the button 3–5 times 
tocreate a “shank” (a bit of slack so the button is easier to fasten). Push the needle through 
to theback.(picture 4). 

5. Tie Off: Make a small knot on the back side of the fabric. Stitch through the fabric once 
moreand loop the thread to tie a second knot. Snip off the extra thread. 

 

Extra Tip:
🔹 Use strong thread to keep the button secure.
🔹 Use a fabric pe ncil to mark e xactly where the button should sit.
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Knowing how to sew ON a button will 
keep your wardrobe looking sharp!
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